
LIEN AGENTS:  
NEW DEVELOPMENTS

1Chicago Title CLE Seminar
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CRITICAL DATES

• “First Contracting”
• Lien Agent must be appointed in LiensNC

• “First Furnishing”
• Contractor (date of relation back)
• Subcontractor (Potential Lien Claimant)

• Relation back
• 15 additional days to file Notice in LiensNC

• Last Furnishing
• 120 days claim; 180 days civil action 4



SEARCH PERIOD
FROM: “FIRST CONTRACTING”

• Before the survey
• Before the plat (for developer)
• Before the architectural drawings (for new condo)
• Before the purchase (for acquisition/construction loan)

THROUGH: “LAST 15 DAYS AFTER TO CLOSING” (so search to date
of closing & Form 5, 6 & 7 include latest providers)

• PLC’s can file 15 days after first furnishing, which may be
post closing if first furnishing is just before closing

Remember: Work often “starts” before they own the
property.

See Pitt Dev. V. Dalton Moran Shook
5

Print or Download PDF

RELATED
FILINGS
REPORT
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NO DOCUMENTS
TO REVIEW!



ANALYZE RESULTS

Owner

Contractor

Design Professionals

Potential Lien Claimants

Design Professionals (earlier filings)

Closing Attorney, Settlement Agent, Lender

Lien Agent Be sure to use the “Closing Notice”
option to stay alerted of future
filings on your Appointments!
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CANCELLATION OF NOTICE

• Requires cancellation of a Notice to Lien Agent for residential projects within a 
reasonable time after final payment. 

• Commercial cancellation is optional.   

• Cancelling a Notice would not cancel a filed Claim of Lien. 

• Automatic expiration after five (5) years posting notice unless renew. 

• Renewal filing relates back unless it expired before it is renewed.

• Raises fees from $25 to $30 for Residential and from $50 to $58 for Commercial.

• Old notices will be archived after expiration or cancellation.

• Effective October 1, 2018. 9

NEW FEATURES ON LIENSNC (OCT. 1, 2018)

Appointment filing fee increases:
1-2 Family Dwelling: $30
Other $58
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NOTICE STATUS CHANGES
LiensNC

Inactive
EXPIREDACTIVE Active

RENEWED
Inactive

CANCELLED

Filing less than 5 
years old and has 

not been 
cancelled or 

renewed.

Filing that was 
renewed during 
active timeframe 
and has not been 

cancelled.

Filing that was 
cancelled during 

the active or 
active renewal 

timeframe.

Filing that is older 
than 5 years from 
their original filing 
or filing renewal 

date.

Can be performed 
by filer up to one 

time

Can be performed 
by filer up to one 

time

Automatically 
performed by 

LiensNC 

Default status 
assigned

EFFECTIVE 10-01-2018 per HB 602
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APPOINTMENT FILING FEE INCREASE
LiensNC

$58$30
1-2 FAMILY DWELLINGS ALL OTHER PROPERTIES

previously $25 previously $50

EFFECTIVE 10-01-2018
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ADDITIONAL IMPROVEMENTS
LiensNC

USER ACCOUNT
• Auto-fill filing profiles
• Shared group account
• Notification alerts

FILING CAPABILITIES

MISCELLANEOUS

• Route filing to another user
• Event logs

• Hint text throughout site
• Print/download History
• Print comments



ADDITIONAL TECHNICAL 
CORRECTIONS

•S.L. 2018-74: Permitting statutes

•S.L. 2018-142:Grammatical 
corrections to G.S 44A-11.2
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